
 
 

Allies in Self-Advocacy Listserv Summary  

                                                                     November, 2012 

1. The purpose: 

The purpose of the listserv is to continue the conversation that happened 

at the self-advocacy summits during 2011 & 2012. It is also a place where 

we can share information & resources that relates to self-advocacy.  

 

 
 

2.  Members:  

There are 210 members who have joined the listserv. 

Anyone can join in on the conversation.  All you need to do 

is sign up at: www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org  and click on 

the blue envelope and fill in the form, with some basic 

information.  The information will only  be used to add you 

on the listserv. The AUCD will NOT share the information with anyone 

  

3. Topics: The listserv has been quite active this month. 

 Voting: Some people shared their experience on 

Election Day.  Here are some of their quotes: 

o “You make a little money and it shows the local community that 

we are capable.  

o “As I’m a frequent voter, the poll workers have gotten to know 

me.  This time, the precinct leader, Jean, welcomed me and 

said:  “The machine is all set up and here are your headphones.”  

Listserv : 

Join 

please 

 

http://www.alliesinselfadvocacy.org/
http://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=812
http://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=812


2 
 

 UN Treaty: People First of San Diego reminded us of the importance of 

helping pass the Convention of Rights of People with Disabilities 

(CRPD). This document is an international commitment to include 

people with disabilities in the full and equal enjoyment of rights and 

basic freedoms as people without disabilities.  If the US signs onto the 

United Nations CRPD, then the US will be able to be part of the 

international discussion and have a seat at the table where it is being 

discuss and how it will work and better protect US Citizens 

with disabilities when they travel internationally for work, 

study in a foreign country or served our country, or on a 

vacation.

 Film Festival: To celebrate the International Day of Persons with 

Disabilities, there will be a film festival at the United Nations 

on December 3, 2012. For more information on this day, the  

link is: www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1562 

 Language: Because of Ann Coulter’s comment about the “R” word, 

there was some discussion about the usage of words. AmeriCorps has a 

program about bullying and why people should ban the “R” word. This 

is being done in schools in the month of March through 

presentations and disability skits. For more information 

about this, check out the link to the program: 

http://www.usm.edu/disability-studies/triad-americorps-overview. 

 Guardianship:  

o The State of Maine has done a project on Guardianship.  They are 

willing to share all of their materials. They can be 

found at: 

http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oads/guardianship/ 

o The booklet is called Lighting the Way to 
Guardianship and Other Decision-Making 
Alternatives : www.fddc.org.   

http://www.un.org/disabilities/convention/conventionfull.shtml
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1562
http://www.usm.edu/disability-studies/triad-americorps-overview
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oads/guardianship/
http://www.fddc.org/
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4. General questions:   

 Someone from a statewide self-advocacy organization asked the question 

about what’s the difference between Allies in Self-Advocacy and a state 

wide organization.  Allies in Self-Advocacy is no way competing with a 

statewide organization It doesn’t take any local funding, and is not in 

competition with any other group. It is OFFERING some funding right now, 

to help Self-Advocacy groups become more independent and find funding 

from more places

 Another person was confused why they were just getting some of the 

messages from the listserv. That’s because it’s how you signed up for the 

listserv. If you would like to change the way you are getting the messages, 

please contact either Dawn Rudolph (drudolph@aucd.org, Anna Costalas 

(acostalas@aucd.org  or Liz Weintraub at lweintraub@aucd.org and we can 

change that for you. 

Thanks to Anna Costalas, past summaries of the listserv  are on the Allies and 

advocacy website.  The website address is: www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org . The 

summaries are in the resources section of the website. Go to the ongoing 

discussion and then, monthly summaries, to find them

Once again, I encourage you to get involved in the online discussion about Self-
Advocacy and if you know someone who is interested in Self-Advocacy, feel free 
to tell that person about the list serve, and click on the blue envelope and fill in 
the form, with just a short form with basic information. Also, if you have a topic,  
a question to ask or a resource to share with others, please feel free to send an 
email to  selfadvocacy@lyrisvs.aucd.org If we have more people join in on the 
discussion, we’ll have a stronger conversation.   
 

Thanks. We look forward to another month of GREAT discussion. 
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