
 
 

Allies in Self-Advocacy Listserv Summary  

                                                         March, 2013 

     The purpose: 

The purpose of the listserv is to continue the conversation that happened 
at the self-advocacy summits during 2011 & 2012. It is also a place where 
we can share information & resources that relates to self-advocacy.  

 

 
1. Members:  

There are 308 members who have joined the listserv. 
Anyone can join in on the conversation.  All you need to do 
is sign up at: www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org  and click on 
the blue envelope and fill in the form, with some basic 
information.  Feel free to pass this information to anyone 
you know who is interested in advocacy issues.  The information will only 
be used to add you on the listserv.  AUCD will NOT share the information 
with anyone. 

  
2. Topics: There have been some good discussions this month about some 

different important topics.  
Developmental Disabilities Month:  As you may know, March is 
Developmental Disabilities month.   Arc of Rutland, Vermont, created a 
video on U tube on the “R” word to recognize it. If you would like to see 
the video, the link is: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scg-QRw79LI.  
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• Employment:  This month, on the listserv, employment seems to be a big 

topic.  
o Someone shared an employment resource with everyone in the 

hopes that it might be useful.  The resource is, The State Employment 
Leadership Network (SELN). SELN is a network of members thatbrings 
states together to improve employment outcomes for individuals 
with developmental disabilities. In case  this is useful to you or 
someone you know, the link is: 
http://www.selnmembers.org/homepage 

o People from Iowa made this video about employment. The link to this 
video that made by The UCEDD in Iowa. The link to the video is: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AG6uru_QwiU&feature=youtu.b
e 

o On March 15, there was a story that ran in the National Press Radio 
that was about what a dad would do for his son with a disability, to 
be able to work in the community. The link to this is: 
http://www.npr.org/2013/03/15/174328613/a-good-enough-dad-
and-his-special-son 

• Mental Health:   
o The Associated Press, an organization that works with Journalists, is 

taking a big step in how they refer to people with mental illness.  
They are adding mental illness to their handbook.  “It is the right time 
to address how journalists handle questions of mental illness in 
coverage” said a Senior Vice President and Executive Vice President 
for the Associated Press. The link to the announcement of this. 
http://www.ap.org/content/press-release/2013/entry-on-mental-
illness-is-added-to-ap-stylebook 

o The Mental Health American has hosted a webinar on March 28, 
2013 to talk about; whether or not states will expand their Medicaid 
eligibility as allowed and encouraged under the Affordable Care Act. 
If you would like more information for more information about this 
organization or the materials from the webinar, email:  
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dplotnick@mentalhealthamerica.net, call 703.684.7722, or  
visit:  http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/go/about-us  

• Announcements that people want to share:  
o Self-Advocacy on line: Jerry Smith from The University of Minnesota 

wanted to announce that there’s a website that can be translate 
research in person friendly language. You can also find self -advocacy 
groups around the country there as well. The website is: 
www.selfadvoacyonline.org  

o Self-Advocacy Organizational Grant: The second oldest center of 
Independent living center in the country was awarded one of the Self 
Advocacy grants that the Administration on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities has funded. The link to see their 
accomplishments is: http://www.ccdconline.org/blog/03-6-
2013/ccdc-and-atlantis-partner-increase-advocacy-disability-
community. We would enjoy hearing and seeing what the other 
winners have been doing with their grant.  

o Transportation Webnair:  As of a result of the self- advocacy 
summits, the planning committees decided to not only write monthly 
summaries, we would hold quarterly webinars. The first one will be 
May 7, 2013 at 4-5:30, Eastern Time.  For more information, go to 
www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org  

o Summaries: For past summaries, you can get them off of the self-
advocacy summit website. The address is: 
www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org. The summaries are in the resources 
section of the website. Go to the ongoing discussion link and then 
click on the monthly summaries link to find them. 

o If you would like to start a conversation, please do so, you do need to 
wait for permission to do so. All you need to do is: send your 
message or comments to: Allies in Self-Advocacy 
selfadvocacy@lyrisvs.aucd.org.                         
   

                  Thank you for another great month of discussion.  
I look forward to more discussions. 
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