
 
 

Allies in Self-Advocacy Listserv Summary  

                                                         April, 2013 

     The purpose: 

The purpose of the listserv is to continue the conversation that 
happened at the self-advocacy summits during 2011 & 2012. It is 
also a place where we can share information & resources that 
relates to self-advocacy.  

 

 
1. Members:  

There are 253 members who have joined the listserv. Anyone can 
join in on the conversation.  All you need to do is sign up at: 
www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org  and click on the blue envelope and 
fill in the form, with some basic information.  The information will only 
be used to add you on the listserv.  AUCD will NOT share the 
information with anyone.  Feel free to pass this information along to 
anyone you know who is interested in advocacy or self-advocacy 
issues 

2. Topics: There have been some good discussions this month about 
some different important topics.  
• An Internship Opportunity:  

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation (ACLU) , has been a 
leader in many civil cases and fighting for equal justice in this 
country for many years. The Racial Justice Program of the ACLU 
works to protect people’s rights under the constitution as well as 
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other rights that have been taken away because of race, culture, 
where people are from. The Racial Justice Program (RJP) 
attorneys and staff work on a broad range of racial justice issues, 
particularly in the areas of criminal justice and education. They are 
looking for legal interns to work in their New York offices in the fall 
of this year. For more information, go to:  
http://www.aclu.org/racial-justice/about-racial-justice-program 

• The Learning Disability Movement:  The Learning Disability 
Movement started in Chicago with a group of concern parents, 50 
years ago.  If you are interested in reading the article about the 
movement, go to: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-
sheet/wp/2013/04/12/learning-disabilities-movement-turns-50/ 

• State Updates:  
o Nebraska: This month someone from the Nebraska’s state 

team let us know that the “R” word bill was up for a vote. Their 
Medicaid bill was also taken off of the floor by the speaker. 
They are hopeful to get the bill up again for a vote before the 
session ends.  Please do keep us all informed and we hope it 
will pass the legislature.  

o New Hampshire: A self-advocate reminded us of two important 
things about transportation.  One is, that during the winter 
months, when it snows, businesses and other people should 
cleared their sidewalks & other walkways, so that people who 
uses wheelchairs can get through. In her opinion, traffic signals 
should be a little longer so that people with disabilities get have 
time to get across.  

o New Jersey: Seven different Self Advocacy groups present to 
the Developmental Disabilities Council at their retreat. They 
have been working with the council on accessible, affordable, 
available and respectful transportation.  
 It would be great if other states send updates to either 

myself at: lweintraub@aucd.org or post your state updates to 
the listserv at: selfadvocacy@lyrisvs.aucd.org.  That way we 
all can help you advocate and celebrate your 
accomplishments.  
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• Webinar: 
Since there is a lot of talk about transportation, on Tuesday, May 
7th from 4- 5:30 pm, Eastern time, there’s going to be a webinar on 
transportation. West Virginia, New Mexico and Maine have been 
working on the issue since the self-advocacy summits. They are 
going to present on what they’ve been doing. We will then have a 
discussion, and see if we can come up with solutions. To register 
for the webinar, go this link: http://bit.ly/WQPKJF  

• Leadership:  
At the Pacific Rim Conference this year in Hawaii, there was a mini 
institute on Self Advocacy leadership.  If anyone would like to do 
something similar to this in your state, here’s the link to the 
institute for ideas. 
http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/pacriminfo/pacrim2013/specialevent
s/leadershipinstitute/  

• Disability Policy Seminar:  
The Disability Policy seminar was held in Washington, DC. There 
was you would like to learn more about the legislative process, 
please do come and be part of the Seminar next year. For more 
information about the Seminar, you can go to this link: 
http://www.thearc.org/page.aspx?pid=2173 

3. Summaries: For past summaries, you can get them off of the Self-
advocacy summit website. The address is: 
www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org. The summaries are in the resources 
section of the website. Go to the ongoing discussion link and then 
click on the monthly summaries link to find them. 
• If you would like to start a conversation, please do so, you do need 

to wait for permission to do so. All you need to do is: send your 
message or comments to: selfadvocacy@lyrisvs.aucd.org.                         

   
 
 

                  Thank you for another great month of discussion.  
I look forward to more discussions. 
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