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ENVISIONING THE FUTURE:  
ALLIES IN SELF-ADVOCACY 

 



The Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) identified these national  

organizations to be on the planning committee to create the Allies in Self-

Advocacy summits: SABE, NYLN, ASAN, HSRI,  AUCD, NDRN, NACDD, and 

NASDDDS. The planning committee has helped to create core teams for each 

state , identifying leaders from each state to do two things: (1) help with the 

planning and (2) determine who will attend from each state.  



Name of National Organization Name of State Organization  

SABE  

(Self-Advocates Becoming Empowered) 

People First, SABE or local  adult self-

advocacy organizations 

NYLN  

(National Youth Leadership Network) 

NYLN or local  youth self-advocacy 

organizations 

 

ASAN 

(Autistic Self-Advocacy Network) 

ASAN or local autistic youth/adults involved 

in self-advocacy organizations 

AUCD  

(Association of University Centers  

on Disabilities) 

UCEDDs (University Centers for Excellence 

in Developmental Disabilities) 

NACDD  

(National Association of Councils on  

Developmental Disabilities) 

State DD Council 

NDRN  

(National Disability Rights Network) 

 

P & As (Protection and Advocacy  agencies, 

also known as disability rights agencies) 

NASDDDS  

(National Association of State Directors  

of Developmental Disability Services) 

State DD Services or State Board of DD 

Services 

 



Each of the national  organizations on the planning committee was in charge of 

picking one person from each state network to help decide who will be part of the 

core state team.   

SABE =          ASAN= 

 

NYLN=     NACDD = 

 

AUCD=    NDRN= 

 

NASDDDS=  

 

 



ADD Commissioner Sharon Lewis sent out letters and e-mails inviting 

all of the identified state partners to decide on the state team members 

who should attend a summit. This means that people who received her 

letter might not be the ones who go to the summit.  



It is very important that all of the people who receive invitations talk to each other to 

help pick a team of the best individuals who are leaders in self-advocacy 

organizations and others who are in key decision-making roles at the state 

developmental disability partner organizations.  

 

If you got the invitation but don’t know who else is in your state did, you can contact 

your state DD Council. 

 



After the people who received invitations talk to each other and create the core 

team, they can then invite additional people to be a part of the full state team. 

The full state team (including the  core team members) should be no more than 

9 to 12 people. 

     

 

 

core state team members 



• Other self-advocate leaders in the state 

• Other disability organization leaders in the state (such as 
from The Arc, United Cerebral Palsy, Autism Society, 
Statewide Independent Living Council, mental health or 
other disability organizations) 
 

• Other leaders from ADD network organizations (DD 
Councils, P&As, and UCEDDs) 

 

2-5  Other Additional State Team Members: 



Again, these 9-12 members may be the same people who got 
the letter from the ADD Commissioner.  Each state has to 
work together to decide who to send. 

a total of  
9-12 members  
per state team  

9 

= 



After the full state team of 9 to 12 

people is formed, there are 4 things 

to contact Hillary Spears at AUCD 

about (hspears@aucd.org) …. 

 

mailto:hspears@aucd.org


The team should choose team leaders. It is recommended that a team 

has a self-advocate and a professional co-lead. The team lead should 

send information about who is on the team, and identify the lead(s).  



The team should also identify members who needs travel support for 

the summit.  There is enough funding available to pay for around 4 self-

advocates to attend per state team, and limited amount of funding for 

other team members. 



After the team leads have sent in their information, they can attend a 

webinar to learn how to help their team create a 10 minute power point 

presentation on self-advocacy activities in the state.  Webinars will be 

recorded and archived. The team can create the presentation together, 

and then decide who will present it at the summit.  Teams can also look 

at the summit website to get more guidance: 

www.AlliesInSelfAdvocacy.org  

http://www.alliesinselfadvocacy.org/


Finally, state team leaders will receive a code so that the team 

members can register online for the summit.  All of the team members 

who will be attending the summits will need to register online.  This 

code should not be shared with others, it is only for team members 

attending the summits. 



We look forward to a productive series of summits exploring 
current self-advocacy initiatives and future possibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have any other questions, please contact your team members at your 
state’s DD Council, UCEDD, or Protection and Advocacy organization. If your 
team has questions, the team lead can send questions to hspears@aucd.org. 

mailto:hspears@aucd.org

